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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to tine application filed on 10/24/03. Claims 1- 
23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 8, 1 5 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Li et al. (2003/0004784) in view of Elcher, Jr. et al. (2002/0099598). 
(A) As per claim 1 , Li discloses a method for replenishing low inventory, comprising: 
collecting inventory data (See Li, Page 1 , Paragraph 0008; Page 3, Paragraphs 0037- 
0038); alerting a first person that a low inventory part needs replenishment and 
continuing to alert said first person until the part has been sent (See Li, Page 4, 
Paragraphs 0038-0039; 0043). 

Li does not explicitly disclose alerting a second person that said low inventory 
part has been sent and continuing to alert said second person until the part has been 
received; and acknowledging that said low inventory part has arrived. 
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However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Eicher. In particular, 
Eicher suggests that the method having alerting a second person that said low inventory 
part has been sent and continuing to alert said second person until the part has been 
received (See Eicher Page 13, Paragraph 0156; Page 17, Claim 21); and 
acknowledging that said low inventory part has arrived (See Eicher, Page 8, Paragraphs 
0098-0099). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Eicher within the system of Li with the 
motivation of providing alert thresholds which may be automatically established by the 
system and altered based on historical data related to a key performance indicator to be 
monitored (See Eicher, Page 3, Paragraph 0028). 

(B) As per claim 8, Li discloses a system for replenishing low inventory that provides 
line of sight communication between several locations that may not be within each 
others line of sight, comprising: a first terminal located in a first site for entering and 
displaying information (See Li, Page 3, Paragraphs 0035-0036; Page 4, Paragraphs 
0040-0043); a second terminal located in a second site for entering and displaying 
information (See Li, Page 3, Paragraphs 0035-0036; Page 4, Paragraphs 0040-0043). 

Li does not explicitly disclose a network connected to said first terminal and said 
second terminal for exchanging information between said first terminal and said second 
terminal; and a computer program having an interface operating on said first terminal 
and said second terminal displaying status details of said first site and said second site; 
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wherein said status details include a visual representation of the state of said first site 
and said second site. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Eicher. In 
particular, Eicher suggests a network connected to said first terminal and said second 
terminal for exchanging information between said first terminal and said second terminal 
(See Eicher , Page 8, Paragraphs 0102-0106); and a computer program having an 
interface operating on said first terminal and said second terminal displaying status 
details of said first site and said second site (See Eicher, Page 8, Paragraphs 0102- 
0106); wherein said status details include a visual representation of the state of said first 
site and said second site (See Eicher, Page 15, Paragraphs 0181-0182). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Eicher within the system of Li with the 
motivation of providing alert thresholds which may be automatically established by the 
system and altered based on historical data related to a key performance indicator to be 
monitored (See Eicher, Page 3, Paragraph 0028). 

(C) As per claim 15, Li discloses a method for replenishing low inventory, comprising: 
collecting inventory data that represents the supply of a part (See Li, Page 1 , Paragraph 
0007); uploading said inventory data to a database (See Li, Page 1 , Paragraph 001 1 ); 
comparing said inventory data to a trigger and deciding whether the supply of said part 
requires replenishment (See Li, Page 4, Paragraphs 0053-0055); requesting a first 
personnel to replenish said part by alerting the first personnel that said part requires 
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replenishment (See Li, Page 5, Paragraph 0056); continuing to alert said first personnel 
until said part has been sent (See Li, Page 5, Paragraphs 0056-0059); verifying said 
part has been sent and acknowledging said part has been sent by updating said 
database (See Li, Page 5, Paragraph 0054); stop alerting said first personnel that said 
part requires replenishment (See Li, Page 5, Paragraph 0058); alerting a second 
personnel that said part is in transit (See Li, Page 5, Paragraph 0056); continuing to 
alert said second personnel until said part is delivered (See Li, Page 5, Paragraphs 
0056-0057). 

Li does not explicitly disclose acknowledging receipt of said part; and stop 
alerting said second personnel that said part is in transit. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Eicher. In particular, 
Eicher suggests acknowledging receipt of said part; and stop alerting said second 
personnel that said part is in transit (See Eicher, Page 13, Paragraph 0157; Page 15, 
Paragraphs 0180-0181). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Eicher within the system of Li with the 
motivation of providing alert thresholds which may be automatically established by the 
system and altered based on historical data related to a key performance indicator to be 
monitored (See Eicher, Page 3, Paragraph 0028). 

(D) As per claim 22, Li discloses a method of replenishing parts to a site, according 
to an actual demand of the site, said site being physically separated from a warehouse 
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supplying tlie parts, comprising: collecting inventory data that represents the supply of a 
part at the site (See Li, Page 3, Paragraphs 0030-0031); uploading said inventory data 
to a database (See Li, Page 1 , Paragraph 001 1 ); comparing said inventory data to a 
trigger and deciding whether the supply of said part at the site requires replenishment 
(See Li, Page 4, Paragraphs 0053-0055). 

Li does not explicitly disclose providing a line of sight communication between 
the site and the warehouse to synchronize the flow of said part at said demand rate 
resulting in said site and said warehouse operating as though they are next to one 
another. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Eicher. In 
particular, Eicher suggests a line of sight communication between the site and the 
warehouse to synchronize the flow of said part at said demand rate resulting in said site 
and said warehouse operating as though they are next to one another (See Eicher, 
Page 5, Paragraphs 0063-0065; Page 5, Paragraphs 0070-0071). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Eicher within the system of Li with the 
motivation of providing alert thresholds which may be automatically established by the 
system and altered based on historical data related to a key performance indicator to be 
monitored (See Eicher, Page 3, Paragraph 0028). 



(E) As per claim 23, Li discloses a system for replenishing low inventory, comprising: 
means for collecting inventory data (See Li, Page 1 , Paragraph 0008; Page 3, 
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Paragraphs 0037-0038); means for alerting a first person that a low inventory part 
needs replenishment and continuing to alert said first person until the part has been 
sent (See Li, Page 5, Paragraphs 0056-0059). 

Li does not explicitly disclose means for alerting a second person that said low 
inventory part has been sent and continuing to alert said second person until the part 
has been received; and means for acknowledging that said low inventory part has 
arrived. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Eicher. In 
particular, Eicher suggests means for alerting a second person that said low Inventory 
part has been sent and continuing to alert said second person until the part has been 
received (See Eicher Page 13, Paragraph 0156; Page 17, Claim 21); and means for 
acknowledging that said low inventory part has arrived (See Eicher, Page 8, Paragraphs 
0098-0099). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Eicher within the system of Li with the 
motivation of providing alert thresholds which may be automatically established by the 
system and altered based on historical data related to a key performance indicator to be 
monitored (See Eicher, Page 3, Paragraph 0028). 



4. Claims 2-7, 9-14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Li et al. (2003/0004784) in view of Eicher, Jr. et al. (2002/0099598) 
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as applied to claims 1,8, 15 and 22-23 above, and further in view of Hill et al. 
(2004/0034581). 

(A) As per claim 2, Li and Eicher disclose wherein said step of alerting a first person 
that a low inventory part needs replenishment and continuing to alert said first person 
until the part has been sent (See Li, Page 4, Paragraphs 0038-0039; 0043). 

The combination of Li and Eicher does not explicitly disclose changing the color 
of a portion of a monitor to a first color. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Hill. In particular. Hill 
suggests changing the color of a portion of a monitor to a first color (See Hill, Page 4, 
Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Hill within the collective teachings of Eicher 
and Li with the motivation of providing automated real-time control of stock levels and 
ordering in a timely manner so that optimal stock levels are maintained (See Hill, Page, 
1 , Paragraph 0005). 

(B) As per claim 3, Hill discloses the method wherein said step of alerting a first 
person that a low inventory part needs replenishment and continuing to alert said first 
person until the part has been sent includes changing the color of a portion of a monitor 
to red (SeeHill,Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 



(C) As per claim 4, Hill discloses the method wherein said step of alerting a second 
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person that said low inventory part has been sent and continuing to alert said second 
person until the part has been received includes changing the color of a portion of a 
monitor to a second color (See Hill, Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(D) As per claim 5, Hill discloses the method wherein said step of alerting a second 
person that said low inventory part has been sent and continuing to alert said second 
person until the part has been received includes changing the color of a portion of a 
monitor to yellow (See Hill, Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(E) As per claim 6, Hill discloses the method wherein said step of acknowledging that 
said low inventory part has arrived includes changing the color of a portion of a monitor 
to a third color (See Hill, Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(F) As per claim 7, Hill discloses the method wherein said step of acknowledging that 
said low inventory part has arrived includes changing the color of a portion of a monitor 
to green (See Hill, Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(G) As per claim 9, Hill discloses the system wherein said status details further 
includes the inventory of all parts that need replenishment in said first site and said 
second site (See Fig. 7; Page 3, Paragraph 0032). 



(H) As per claim 10, Hill discloses the system wherein said visual representation of 
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the state of said first site and said second site further includes a graphical 
representation of said site 1 and said site 2 (See Fig.7; Page 3, Paragraph 0032). 

(I) As per claim 1 1 , Hill discloses the system wherein said visual representation of 

the state of said first site and said second site further includes different colors 
representing the status (See Hill Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(J) As per claim 12, Hill discloses the system wherein said visual representation 
further includes highlighting a portion of the screen with the color RED, said highlighted 
portion of the screen representing that an area of either site requires replenishment of 
low inventory parts (See Hill Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(K) As per claim 13, Hill discloses the system wherein said visual representation 
further includes highlighting a portion of the screen with the color YELLOW, said 
highlighted portion of the screen representing that replenishment parts are in transit 
(See Hill Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 

(L) As per claim 14, Hill discloses the system wherein said visual representation 
further includes highlighting a portion of the screen with the color GREEN, said 
highlighted portion of the screen representing that low inventory replenishment parts 
have arrived (See Hill Page 4, Paragraph 0039; Page 5, Paragraph 0045). 
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(M) Claims 16-21 recite the underlying process steps of the elements of claims 2-7, 
and respectively. As the various elements of claims 2-7 have been shown to be either 
disclosed by or obvious in view of the collective teachings of Li, Eicher and Hill, it is 
readily apparent that the method disclosed by the applied prior art performs the recited 
underlying functions. As such, the limitations recited in claims 16-21 are rejected for the 
same reasons given above for claims 2-7, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VANEL FRENEL whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
6769. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3687 
May 10, 2008 



